An Overview of Structured Synthetic

Phonics Program Sequences

In the Winter 2014 edition of the Bulletin,
we provided an overview of several high
quality Structured Synthetic Phonics
Programs (SSPPs) and their sequences
through the initial (or basic) code until
the introduction of the extended code.
Since that time, many of these programs
have been updated and new programs
have become available. While there

is no evidence to support that one
program’s teaching sequence is superior
to another, it is very important that the
program introduces letters in a logical
and incremental progression. Once a
program is selected it should be followed
with fidelity, rather than in combination
with several different programs and any
decodable readers or additional resources
used should also follow the same (or a
closely aligned) sequence. The table over
the page details each SSPP’s sequence,
from single letter phoneme-grapheme
relationships and digraphs through to the
introduction of the alternative spellings

Sounds~Write

Alphabet
Letter
Sounds

PLD

in the extended code. It is important that
the initial code is systematically taught
and mastered before alternative spelling
patterns for all the sounds of English

are introduced.

Along with teaching the phoneme-
grapheme relationships in isolation, it is
critical that opportunities to apply this
knowledge to extended reading and writing
(dictation) activities is provided. As such,
some high frequency, phonically irregular
words are introduced at various points
throughout the programs to allow for
grammatically appropriate sentences and
stories to be produced. These words (often
referred to as sight words, tricky words

or heart words) are not yet considered
decodable based on the position in the
SSPP sequence and are listed in italics in
the table over the page. They should be
identified as words that the student cannot
yet fully decode and should be introduced
as indicated in each program.

Little Learners Love Literacy

Cracking the ABC Code

When choosing any SSPP it is important
to check the teaching manual for the
recommended process for introducing new
sounds and letters. It is also important to
familiarise yourself with the terminology
used within each program, as there can

be some variability across programs (for
example, adjacent consonants may also be
referred to as consonant blends or clusters
depending on the program).

DSF provides training in Letters and
Sounds, Sounds~Write, Dandelion
Readers, Jolly Phonics and Little
Learners Love Literacy.

Resources for these programs are
available through the DSF bookshop
and library.

Go to www.dsf.net.au for more
information.

Jolly Phonics
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Letters and Sounds

(2007, UK)

Phase 1

Preparation phase. Development of
pre-literacy skills including awareness of
sound, rhythm and rhyme, alliteration,
articulation and oral blending
and segmenting.
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(2008, UK)
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Skill practice with adjacent consonants —
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Dandelion Readers

(2006, UK)
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Words with adjacent consonants are
introduced - VCC, CVCC, CCVC, CCVCC
(No new code knowledge)
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Jolly Phonics
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Little Learners Love Literacy

(2009, Aust)
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PLD Learning Resources
(Diana Rigg)

(2010, Aust)
Preparation phase

Development of pre-literacy phonological
awareness skills including syllabification,
initial sound awareness, blending and
segmenting CVC words. In addition,
alphabet knowledge is introduced.

Cracking the ABC Code MINILIT

(2018, Aust)

Level 1: Unit 1

(2011, Aust)
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More complex word structures including
adjacent consonants - CVCC, CCVC,
CCVCC, CCCVC, CCCVCC words. Explicit
work on polysyllabic words.

it’s children said so have come was were
there little one do when out what her

Extended Code:

Phase 5 introduces alternative spellings.
It is recommended that this takes place
over a 30 week period, systematically
introducing the alternative spelling
patterns.

Phase 6 focuses on word specific spellings
and choosing between alternatives. There
is also a focus on prefixes, suffixes and
other morphemes.
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Extended Code:

50 sequential units which cumulatively
introduce all alternate vowel and
consonant spellings. The sequence
commences with the most common
spellings for the sounds /ae/, /ee/, /oe/,
/ex/, le/, /Jow/, /oo/ (as in ‘moon’), /ie/,
and /00/ (as in ‘book’). The concept that
the same spelling can represent different
sounds is also introduced, beginning with
the spellings <ea>and <o>.
Explicit lessons for teaching Polysyllabic
words are introduced after working with
the Extended Code for several weeks.

Level 1

ai ee 0a ur ea ow 00 igh or oi ar air ear

your gives does goes two

Extended Code:

Level 2 introduces 3 alternative vowel
spellings for each sound.
Level 3 covers 5 alternative vowel spellings
for each sound.
Level 4 introduces more alternative
spellings and common Latin suffixes.

and complex spelling patterns.

Stage 7.3 Stage 2: Long and Short vowels
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Stage 7.4
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ow (show) ph wh
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Extended Code:

Stage 7 introduces additional vowel sounds
and some alternative vowel spellings.
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Extended Code:

Alternative vowel spellings are introduced

in Stage 1 Target 4 and Stage 2. The PLD

program continues into Stages 3 to 6 with
increasingly complex phonic concepts.

difficult vocabulary

20 more high frequency words based on
Dolch list

Extended Code:
Levels 3 and 4 cover alternative vowel

Introduce tricky words Sets 1-7

and consonant spellings in addition to
orthographic knowledge, complex word
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structures and challenging vocabulary.

Appropriate level depends on the reading
age and skills of the student.

Decoding CCVC CVCC & CCVCC words
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Extended Code:

Some alternative spellings are introduced
in Sets 17 to 26.
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