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Alternative 

evidence

Assess 

for 

learning

Learning 

to learn

2. Give them 

opportunities 

to do more of 

it

1. Find 

out what 

our 

students 

are good 

at

3. Catch 

them 

doing it 

right

More 

personalised

More 

mind 

friendly

Notice 

and 

adjust

More 

research 

based
So we 

can

Set them 

up to 

succeed

http://www.animationlibrary.com/animation/22841/Black_dog/
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"Out 

of the 

box"S+LVisualAuditoryKinaesthetic
Sequential/

precise

Groupings 

for:

Peer 

tutoring
Individualised 

reading progs

Memory 

training

Paired 

reading

Precision 

teaching

Enhanced 

opportunities 

for:

ICT for 

Learning
Outstanding 

"Total 

Teaching
1:1Pair/

share

Focus 

groupwork 

with Class  

Teacher

5/16/2012 

So we can 

personalise:

Content Process

Quantity/

depth

OutcomeEnvironment

Level of 

Support

When I  

personalisedé 

Differentiated 

Planning

Differentiated 

Output
Marked 

AfL etc

Simplified 

Language

Access 

to PC

Writing 

Frames Slower 

Pace

Good 

"Total 

Teaching"

5/16/2012 
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ά! {ǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ tǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 
Which Is Constitutional In Origin 
and which, for a given level of 
ability, may cause unexpected 
difficulties in the acquisition of 
certain literacy and numeracy 

ǎƪƛƭƭǎέ 
 

Neil MacKay 2008 
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COPs Profile 
Visual 

Spatial 

memory 

Auditory 

Sequential  

memory 

ñflubò 

ñShringò 

Seg/ment/ing 

Single 

Word 

reading 

ά! {ǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ tǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ²ƘƛŎƘ Lǎ 
/ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ Lƴ hǊƛƎƛƴέ 

ÅFamily history 

ÅEarly to walk ς may not 
crawl? 

ÅProblems with 
drdifficultiesls 

ÅProblems with labels, 
rhymes, sequences 

ÅSpells/reads on one line 
but not on next 

ÅQuick thinker/doer ς 
but not when given 
instructions 

ÅEnhanced creativity 

ÅAptitude for 
constructional/ 
technical toys 

ÅAppears bright but is an 
άŜƴƛƎƳŀέΗ 
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Remembering 

and working 

with several 

"bits" at once

Processing

Discrimination

Seeing the 

difference 

between 

letter 

shapes 

and 

symbols

Perception

Discrimination

Perception

Hearing 

the 

difference 

between 

sounds Auditory Visual

Reading and 

spelling

I'm 

not at 

my 

best 

with

Analysing 

other 

people's 

info

Synthesising 

other 

people's info

5/16/2012 

The aim? 
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03/18/10 

No 

labels 

but:

Vulnerable 

visual 

perception/

memory

Vulnerable 

auditory 

perception/

memory

Vulnerable 

emotions and 

relationships

Vulnerable 

attention 

and 

inhibition of 

"immediate 

response" 

Vulnerable 

recall and 

concept 

development

Moderate 

learning 

difficulties 

"type"

Vulnerable 

information 

processing + 

phonology

Dyslexic 

"type"

Visual 

"type"

Hearing 

"type"

Behaviour, 

social, 

emotional 

"type"

AD(H)D 

"type"

Asperger's 

"type"

Vulnerable 

emotions, 

communication 

and flexibility

Speech 

and 

Language 

"type" Vulnerable 

receptive 

and 

expressive 

language

So we can... 

So we can... 

So we can... 

So we can... 
So we can... 

So we can... 

So we can... 

So we can... 

So in class  we offer: 

 

 

 

 

So in class  we offer: 

 

 

 

 

So in class we offer: 

 

 

 

 

So in class we offer: 

 

 

 

 

So in class we offer: 

 

 

 

 

So in class we offer: 

 

 

 

 

So in class we offer: 

 

 

 

 

So in class  we offer: 

 

 

 

 

Vulnerable 

visual 

perception/

memory

Vulnerable 

recall and 

concept 

development

Moderate 

learning 

difficulties 

"type"

Dyslexic 

"type"

Visual 

"type"

Hearing 

"type"

AD(H)D 

"type"

Asperger's 

"type"

Speech 

and 

Language 

"type"
Vulnerable 

attention 

and 

inhibition of 

"immediate 

response" 

Vulnerable 

information 

processing + 

phonology

Vulnerable 

auditory 

perception/

memory

Vulnerable 

receptive 

and 

expressive 

language

Vulnerable 

emotions, 

communication 

and flexibility

Behaviour, 

social, 

emotional 

"type"

Vulnerable 

emotions and 

relationships

"Total 

Teaching 

"Classroom 

responses?

What would you advise? 
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ADHD 

Marked/reduced ability to: 

ÅMaintain attention/listen to instructions 

ÅTurn instructions into positive action 

ÅThink before doing or saying  

ÅRecognise/anticipate possible 
consequences 

ÅFeel good about themselves - often low self 
esteem  - provocative victim? 

Å5% ish of school population ς 3+boys:girls 

 

 

 

5/16/2012 

BUT 

ÅBehaviour is part of the child 

ÅOften warm, empathic  

ÅGreat energy, enthusiasm 

ÅCharismatic and effective with people 

Respond well to: 

ÅPositive language 

ÅRe-direction strategies 

ÅKinaesthetic and visual learning styles 

ÅMathematical/logical organisation techniques 

5/16/2012 

Identification /Diagnosis  
(Present before age 7 & for at least 6 months) 

At least 8 of these: : 

ÅFidgets etc ς άŎƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ 
Ƴƻǘƛƻƴέ 

ÅDifficulty remaining 
seated 

ÅEasily distracted 

Å/ŀƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘǳǊƴǎ 

ÅBlurts out answers 

ÅFollowing instructions 

ÅSustaining attention 

ÅShifts ς task to task 

ÅProblems playing 
quietly 

ÅExcessive talking 

ÅInterrupts/intrudes 

Å5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ 

ÅLosses key equipment 

Åά5ŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎέ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ 

 

5/16/2012 
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AD(H)D 

Opportunity 

Costs

Institutionalise 

with stress 

putty etc

Harness/

focus 

that 

energy

Good 

"boredomometer"

Often 

says 

what 

others 

are 

thinking!

Lack of 

attention

Impulsive

Fidgets

Always 

on go

Excessive 

talkingAvoids 

sustained 

affort

Rarely 

finishes

"Selective 

deafness"

Useful 

"overfacedometer"

Effective

"this is hopeless 

despairometer"5/16/2012 

5/16/2012 

What  do 

they look 

like?

What  do 

they look 

like?

What  

type of 

weather 

do they 

predict ?

What  

type of 

weather 

do they 

predict ?

What  

type of 

weather 

do they 

predict ?

cirrus clouds cumulus 

clouds

What  do 

they look 

like?

st ratus clouds

2 Go t o Writing View to add 

det ails.

1 Use pict ures and words t o 

tell about clouds.

Clouds

5/16/2012 



16/05/2012 

9 

Classroom layout (1) 

ÅIdentify a safe haven / quiet area 

ÅSit away from door, window, corridor 

ÅSit away from resources not in use 

ÅSit away from resources needed by other 
students 

 

5/16/2012 

 

5/16/2012 

!ǎǇŜǊƎŜǊΩǎ {ȅƴŘǊƻƳŜ 

!ƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎΥ 

ÅDifficulty in communicating/relating 

ÅInability to play imaginatively/think abstractly 

ÅInsistence on keeping to set 
routines/following elaborate rituals 

ÅOften low self-esteem ς provocative victim? 

5/16/2012 
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Thinking flexibly 
Pupils on the autism spectrum, however, can find it 

difficult to think through a problem and generate 
strategies ς this can create difficulties in relation to:  

Åmanaging a change to an expected routine 

Åapplying skills in different settings 

Ådoing several things almost simultaneously 

Årecalling relevant information when stressed 

Åchoice and decision making 

Åmanaging emotions aroused by                                                         
the situation 

 
5/16/2012 

It helps when we: 
 

Åsupplement our verbal instructions with 
other permanent, visual forms, such as: 

Å written lists 

Å pictures 

Å symbols 

Åphotos. 

5/16/2012 

Try Pre tutoring 
ÅTeaching  key terms, before introduced to the 

rest of the class. Great for topic work, poems 
or plays 

ÅGives pupils a chance to learn and understand 
the meaning of words.  

ÅAlso great to teach pupils how to use 
equipment, or the rules of   a PE ativity ahead 
of time 

5/16/2012 
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5/16/2012 

Calm quiet 
atmosphere

Strong 
visual 
input

Visual 
timetable

In the 
classroom Effective 

communication 
- students, 

staff, parents 
etc

Flexible 
approaches 
to "tricky" 
neeeds

Pupils 
"well 

known" 
and info 
shared

Students 
involved 

in 
decision 
making

Tweaks 
for one 
student  
benefit 

all

How do 
you do?

Specific Learning Preferences

(SpLP)

"Basics lite" 

approaches

Big picture/

concept 

driven

Dyslexia as a 

learning 

preference

Reasonable adjustments 

include AfL, Scaffolds/

frameworks, visual 

timetables

"Uncertainty/change 

lite" approaches

Detail/order 

driven

ASD as a 

learning 

preference

Reasonable adjustments 

include alternative 

evidence, AfL, marking for 

content/concepts not 

spelling

Let me 

make it 

for you

I learn best 

when I just 

do it

Take me out 

and show 

me

I can crack 

this - leave 

me to it

Please give me 

some choices re 

assignments/ 

presentation etc

Who will 

care if I do it 

my way?

Let me explore 

and get off track 

- just a bit

Let me write 

it like I say it

Make it  clear 

with no 

assumptions 

about 

anything - 

anything at all 

Explain 

thoroughly 

and give 

me time to 

practice

Takes me time 

but it is very 

important that it 

looks good

I need to 

finish what I 

start- give 

me the time

Important  to 

me that 

teachers 

sees my 

work  is 

correct

Let me look it 

up and write it 

down for you

I need to know/need to 

ask when the need is 

in me - I can't wait

Detailed 

notes to go 

over again 

and again

Technical 

reasoner
Confluent/"wing 

it" reasoner

"Sequential 

reasoner"
"Precise 

reasoner"

Looking 

in the 

mirror

"Dyslexic 

type"

ASD 

"type"

AD(H)D
 Type

5/16/2012 
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Detail/

order 

driven

Big picture/

concept 

driven

Stimulation/

variety 

driven

Dyslexia as 

a 

preference

ASD as a 

preference

AD(H)D as a 

preference

Specific Learning Preferences

(SpLP)

"Basics lite" 

approaches

Reasonable 

adjustments 

include:

"Detail lite" 

approaches

Reasonable 

adjustments 

include:

"Uncertainty/

change lite" 

approaches

Reasonable 

adjustments 

include:

What 

works 

for 

both?

Planning 

to 

mastery

Self 

advocacy 

-"The job 

is to..."

Positive, 

"do-

able" 

language

Extending 

range of 

metacognitive 

choices

Pushing the 

zones to "safely 

uncomfortable"

Take 

up 

timeExtending 

zones of 

comfort

Identify 

the box Pre-

teaching

Pushing the 

zones to "safely 

uncomfortable"

Preference 

driven

No 

assumptions

Target 

driven 

success5/16/2012 

What 

works 

for  

all? 
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